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As a BHP Reunion newbie, I was blown away by the AMAZING 
reunion this summer at the Playhouse! It was wonderful seeing old 
friends from many summers ago and absolutely fabulous to be back 
in the Hills. I most definitely must begin by thanking Anna Marie 
Thatcher and Marnie Gould for their unwavering support of the 
weekend's activities, and for the tutelage they provided me on how to 
organize and run a successful reunion. The baton has been passed and 
Meredith and I look forward to "producing" future BHP Reunions 
(the 75th Anniversary Season comes to mind - heads up!).

119 alumni were in attendance. 169 attended the banquet (including 
the invited company members), and 137 were present for the Sunday 
brunch. The Otho Camp (aka Meeting the Need) was a successful base 
of operations, a few miles/minutes from the Playhouse. 

There are so many people to thank, most especially the reunion 
committee members—Anna Marie, Marnie, Richard Breen, Ann 
Thompson, Mary Anne Nelson-Loefke, and Jeff Kingsbury, as well 
as Eric Hagen, Mary Schnell and Gary Merkel from the BHP Board. 
Many additional thanks go to the BHPAA Board members whose 
working contributions energized the reunion—Barry LeBeau, Melanie 
Wilcox, Kristy Breen Bauer, and Byron Lee. Additional big thanks go 
to Shirley (Neugebauer) and John Luebke, Carol Canavan and Milton 
Webster for all of their help. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

Deep gratitude also goes out to Linda Anderson, Dan and Deb 
Workman and the entire BHP company for hosting and helping with 
all the reunion events at the BHP, the effects of which can be seen in 
the improvements made to the Playhouse over the past 10 years. It was 
wonderful seeing first-hand the fruits of your labor! Three gigantic 
thanks go to Eric Hagen and Mary Linda McBride for organizing 
and orchestrating an outstanding silent auction, and to Jeff Kingsbury 
for his dynamic skills in auctioning off BHP memorabilia after the 
Saturday banquet! First rate work, and very much appreciated!

Speaking of the Limelight Fund, the generosity of those who donated 
to help keep the lights on at the Playhouse was humbling. Going into 
the weekend our total was $56,000, but an impromptu fundraising 
auction call by Jeff Kingsbury after Sunday brunch brought in the 
remaining $14,000 in about 5 minutes! The outpouring of support in 
such a short time was so very inspiring and exciting! As a result, we 
met our goal of $70,000 for the 70th Anniversary Limelight Fund! 
YEA! Dennis Holub would be proud!

All in all, it was a fantastic weekend. Thank you to everyone for 
supporting the Playhouse!

To all BHP Alumni, I am humbled to have been voted the President of 
the BHPAA at the July annual meeting and I would like to extend my 
sincere thank you in advance for your support and confidence in my 
ability to serve in this role for the next two years. I will do my utmost 

BHPAA President's Message

2016 BHP Season
June 10 - 19, Jeeves Intervenes
June 24 - July 17, Nunsense  and Pageant
July 22 - August 7, The Addams Family 
August 12 - 21, Shipwrecked: An Entertainment

BHP Alumni with the 2015 Company at the 70th Anniversary Reunion earlier this summer.

to meet the requirement of the position having been entrusted to me. 
Thank you to all Alums for continuing to support the Playhouse, the 
Alumni Association, and fellow Alumni. The BHPAA has been, is, 
and will be integral to the success of the Black Hills Playhouse that 
we care about so deeply. I am excited to be a part of this amazing 
organization and look forward to doing whatever is required to 
further the BHPAA and the BHP organizations.

Finally, 2015 was a fantastic year for the BHPAA. A brief summary 
of accomplishments include (with details on each one throughout the 
newsletter): the successful 70th Reunion, raising $70,000 for the 70th 
Anniversary Season of the BHP, Byron Lee's establishment of the 
BHPAA Endowment Fund, the development and ultimate publishing 
of The Dream Lives On: The History of the Black Hills Playhouse 
1995 - 2015, and the creation of the Anna Marie Thatcher, Marnie 
Gould, and Janet Brown BHPAA Founder's Gift to meet an immediate 
need of the BHP.

I look forward to what 2016 will bring and the opportunities that lay 
ahead! Thank you for the opportunity to serve this amazing organization.

Mark Meersman 
BHPAA President (BHP 1987-1993)

New BHPAA Board Members
The BHPAA Annual Meeting was held on July 26, 2015. Newly 
elected to the board are Heidi Fellner, Lisa Crosby Wipperling, Jo 
Ann Gould Lambertz, Russell Wooley, and Jennie May Donnell. 
Congratulations and welcome to these new board members. We look 
forward to their energy and support as we forge ahead.

Elected to offices are Mark Meersman (President), Barry LeBeau 
(Vice-President), Jo Wohlenberg (Treasurer), and Melanie Wilcox 
(Secretary). Thank you to outgoing President, Ann McKay Thompson, 
for her work and leadership with the BHPAA. 

Members whose terms expired in 2015 include Byron Lee, Marnie 
Gould, and Kristy Breen Bauer. The BHPAA thanks all outgoing 
board members and officers for their dedication and support. 



Dear Alums, 
While it might seem like things have been quiet at the BHP, there is an astounding 
amount of activity going on behind the scenes as we work to wrap up the 70th season 
and prepare for the 71st. We recently launched the annual Holiday Sale with the best 
ticket prices of the season, and soon we will be preparing for auditions and hiring 
the 2016 company! 
2015 turned out to be a pretty amazing season, although it had a rocky start. As you 
may recall, we discovered a theft of over $4500 worth of power tools from our scene 
shop, and then lightning struck the Playhouse during the BHPAA Season Warmer, 
A Couple of Blaguards, causing thousands of dollars of damage to our electrical 
systems. The storm knocked out our telephone and internet and caused general chaos, 
all on the day when author Malachy McCourt was with us on site. In true Playhouse 
fashion, the show went on, despite driving rain and the failure of the lighting system 
after lightning struck (performers played on with follow spots). My most memorable 
part of that day was the woman who shouted from the audience after the lights went 
out in the theater, "I always come to the Playhouse for an adventure!" 
Weeks later, the adventure continued as we met the many alums at the 70th 
Anniversary Season Reunion. It was moving to watch people re-connect with 
their theatre home, telling stories of their time at the BHP and meeting the current 
company. We are so grateful to the BHP Alumni Association for all the work that 
went into those events and to the alums for celebrating with us. The BHPAA met 
its goal of raising $70,000 for the Dennis Holub Limelight Fund which makes it 
possible for extensive electrical system upgrades to begin in 2016. 2015 brought 
larger audiences (a 13.6% increase over 2014!), really excellent productions by our 
artists and a definite buzz that the Playhouse is back. So, what's ahead?
Five regular shows plus two season warmers in 2016. This season we will 
experiment with two musical comedies running in repertory (Nunsense and Pageant). 
The BHP has officially re-united with Dakota Players, a touring children's theatre 
company, which was formed as the Children's Theatre Company of South Dakota 
16 years ago through an NEA grant to the BHP. This gives us myriad opportunities 
to promote the BHP statewide and extend our reach regionally, which is why that 
original grant was written (thank you, Janet Brown). In 2016, look for new BHP 
programs such as theatre camps for kids and mixed-ability productions (which 
involve people with disabilities and non-disabled performers) in addition to the 
current touring program of week-long educational residencies and workshops for 
children. In 2015, over 1640 children participated in Dakota Players programs.
Electrics upgrades: Phase 1 of the project will go out for bid in early December. 
Look for more information as we get solid bid numbers which will help us 
understand how much more we need to raise to complete these essential projects 
designed to bring the BHP lighting and sound systems into the 21st century.
NEW! Alumni Week: We will take reservations for a group of alums (number to 
be determined) to come work/stay at the BHP between August 13 and August 21st. 
Cost is $100 per person. We'll provide a place to sleep, food for the week in our 
dining hall and lots of shut down projects where alums will work side by side with 
the 2016 Company. If you're up for a working vacation, this one's for you! Contact 
Jason Reuter at jreuter@blackhillsplayhouse.com if you are interested.
Shop heads and directors will be hired by the end of the year and audition 
information will be posted soon on our website. Please consider a gift to our Friends 
of the BHP Annual Appeal, which supports our programs, and/or to our BHP Strikes 
Back (Lightning strikes the BHP, the BHP Strikes Back) Capital Campaign aimed 
at raising the remaining funds needed for the electrics. Know that your dollars (in 
any amount) are vital to keeping the BHP fiscally sound. We simply couldn't do it 
without you!
Thanks for your love, support and encouragement. 
Best wishes from the BHP,  

Linda Anderson 
Executive Director2 3

Alumni Email and Mailing Addresses
In a continued effort to better serve alumni of The Black Hills 
Playhouse, the board is reaching out to obtain accurate contact 
information for its alumni members. Of the Alumni Association's 
1000+ members, we lack contact information (email and/or mailing 
addresses) for a number of our members. 

If you, or someone you know, is not receiving communication from 
the BHPAA (email or snail mail), please consider sending them this 
correspondence or putting them in touch with Lisa Wipperling or Mark 
Meersman, lisawipperling@gmail.com or markmeersman@aol.com. 
Ultimately, with an accurate and complete email and physical address 
list, we can move towards minimizing costs by e-blasting/emailing 
first, and snail-mailing second. 

Any help with this ongoing project/effort is greatly appreciated!

Keep It Going.
Your tax-deductible contributions—however large or small—keep 
the BHPAA solvent with ongoing financial costs such as newsletter 
mailings, eblasts, and BHPAA annual events. Checks may be sent to:

BHP Alumni Association
Attn: Marnie Gould, Treasurer
1850 Skyline Ranch Rd.
Rapid City, SD 57701-8939

Moving? Update your address!
If your address has changed, or if you would like to 
sign up to receive occasional eblasts from the BHPAA,  
email to markmeersman@aol.com or call 703-314-6836 
with your updates.

BHP Memories
"When I was a Stage Manager for The Man in the Dog Suit"  
by Judy Richter Dillon

It was summer, 1961. The Black Hills Playhouse. I was assigned to 
stage-manage The Man in the Dog Suit, a modern comedy in which the 
main character likes to wear a dog suit.

For this production, I was also assigned to create the dog suit, to be 
worn by Hap Haberman. It had two pieces, the dog' s head, made of 
papier mache, and a fuzzy body suit.

I would remain backstage throughout the production, of course, and I 
was also in charge of ringing the onstage telephone . Ahead of time, I 
worried about what I would do in case I couldn't get the phone to ring, 
so I dug up a "schoolmarm" hand bell in the prop room and kept it at 
my station backstage.

Just before opening curtain the first night of the show, I moved a 
masking flat a few inches to one side because otherwise some of the 
audience would be able to see backstage. What I didn't know was that 
the telephone wire was strung under that flat, and by moving it, I was 
pulling the wire, and disconnecting the phone.

In that show, the cue comes for the phone to ring immediately as the 
curtain goes up. Well, I pushed the button—and the phone didn't ring! I 
grabbed the handbell. "Clankty, clankty, clank!" it rang out crudely—
and unconvincingly. But at least it was a bell. So embarrassing. During 
intermission, I realized the stupid thing I'd done, reconnected the 
phone, and it worked perfectly again.

I couldn't help being thankful, however, that I did have that handbell! 
What would I have done without it? Shout, "Ding-a-ling-a-ling"?

The play's run went flawlessly, and there were no problems—until one 
night.

First, the phone wouldn't ring. I don't remember why. So it was: "Clankty, 
clankty, clank!" once more. When he heard that, Hap said later that he 
thought, "Oh no! Is this going to be another one of 'those nights'?"

Oh yes. It was. In spades.

Somebody had misplaced one of the props-a postcard-and the prop man 
was so rattled that he only hung the dog head on the closet door, minus 
the suit. When Hap ran to put on the entire outfit, all he had was the head.

Someone got the suit for him, but he made a late entrance because his 
shoe came off inside the leg and he was hopping about.

In that same scene, Hap was dashing up two steps, fell flat on his face, 
and the head rolled off. The cast was so broken up over this that they 
forgot lines all over the place. One of the guys was laughing so hard 
that he ran in the door backwards so no one could see his face, shouting 
lines. (Thank heavens this was a chase scene, anyway.)

Sandy Pope, in her long black evening dress, began waving her arms 
about, trying to distract the audience from all the mistakes going on. 
Two boys collided behind the modernistic fireplace, which was in the 
middle of the set. One was so bent over laughing, he gave up and just 
hid there throughout the rest of the scene.

Actually, all evening the cast messed up lines and forgot them. They were 
probably quite thrown because a sofa leg chose to cave in, and nobody 
could dare sit down. The sofa was standing there on three wobbly legs.

One unwary actor, Chuck Lindemann, was ready to sit on it when Bob 
Klassen said, in character, "Uh—I wouldn't sit on that if I were you." 
The entire cast began cracking up again when Sandra Pope did attempt 
to sit on it, the sofa gave and began collapsing, and she barely jumped 
back up instead of landing on the floor. During this, one of her dress 
straps broke, displaying some of her white bra.

Thankfully, the scene ended then, with everyone running offstage. As 
each actor raced out, they rushed pell-mell by me toward the back door 
of the theatre and ran outside.

Curious, I followed them to the door and peered out. There, on the lush 
green grass under the floodlight stood the cast, shrieking helplessly 
with hysterical laughter. I especially remember Pris Hake, in her 
matching suit and hat as the spoiled rich society mother, her infectious 
laughter rising above the rest.

There was one more act, but it, too was jinxed. The leading lady, Penny 
Orr, was going up two steps to the closet door at one point, when she 
tripped and fell flat.

The audience really laughed that night, but the cast was glad that the 
next night was a GULCH night!
 

Share old BHP memories, new milestones, and upcoming events 
in alumni lives. Please email any news or noteworthy items for future 
e-blast or newsletter publication to lisawipperling@gmail.com or 
markmeersman@aol.com. 

from the BHP Executive Director Extra Mile Awards
The annual scholarships and Extra Mile Awards 
were given out at the end of the 2015 season 
on Sunday, August 16, to deserving company 
members. A total of $7,331 was distributed to 20 
company members from USD endowments and 
annual donations. Awardees included:

William D. "Bill" Anderson Memorial Scholarship 
Holden Huntzinger, Chris Miller, Jesse Wipperling, 
Maggie Bauer, Lisa Wipperling

Bill Brady Memorial Scholarship 
Morgan Porter

Margaret Lee Memorial Scholarship 
Allison Buol, Peyton Godfrey

Warren M. Lee Memorial Scholarship 
Hayat Dominquez, Shekendra Morgan

Billy Nagel Memorial Scholarship 
Tyler Micheel, Natalie Hining

Harriet Redden Memorial Scholarship 
Jason Coppenbarger, Stephanie Faatz-Murry

Perry and Lila Van Wie Memorial 
Kenan Meadows, Jenna Hyde

Hap and Ellie Haberman Memorial Scholarship 
Dan Petersen, Christina Olson

Bill and Carolyn McEnroe Memorial Scholarship 
Megan Weidner, AJ Lowrey

In Memoriam
We recently lost BHP alum Bill Becvar (BHP 1962, 63, 
65). A BHP story about Bill, Graham Thatcher recalls:  

"Bill Becvar was enamoured of Elizabeth Taylor and just 
HAD to see the movie, Cleopatra, when it opened in the 
summer of 1963! So Becvar, Margo Chandley, Diane 
Hansen (now Kylander), and Roger Miller took off for 
Denver in Diane's car (given to her by her father to use for 
the summer.   Three of them were in the current show at 
the BHP (George Washington Slept Here?) and they left 
after the show for Denver - planning to see the movie on 
the day off and then drive back before breakfast on the 
next day. They ended up in deep doo-doo because they 
hadn't told Doc they were going and the car broke down 
en route back to SD!  The three in the show had to take 
the bus back in time in time for the curtain and the fourth 
person trotted in later after getting the car repaired.  Doc 
was NOT pleased!!!!  All of this resulted in several NEW 
rules governing activities on the BHP company days off 
in the future!"

BHPAA Survey of Alumni
The Alumni Association would like to hear what you think! Take our 
short online survey at the link below regarding the 70th Reunion, 
Alumni communications, fundraising ideas, and any other ideas you 
would like to pass along. Thank you in advance for your help!

https://bhpaa.typeform.com/to/iblvXQ



Our Grateful Thanks to the Limelight Fund Donors
GRAND MASTERS 
$10,000 and up
Anna Marie & Graham Thatcher, 

Jeff Kingsbury, A Couple of 
Blaguards 

LUMINAIRE LEAGUE  
$5,000 - $9,999
Coates Rose, P.C., in honor of 

Byron Lee
Michael & Marnie Baylor Gould

KEY LIGHT CLUB  
$2,500 - $4,999
Stan Adelstein
Raeanna and Walt Gislason
Eric and Priscilla Hagen
Thom and Sheryl Hill
Byron and Yildiz Lee
Silent Auction-70th Anniversary 

BHP Reunion

SPOTLIGHT SOCIETY  
$1,000 - $2,499
Janet Brown
Carol E. Canavan & Milton Webster
James L. & Ardith Johnson
Tom Jones, in memory of Dennis 

Holub & Dick Wilcox
Jeff Kingsbury
Carol Bangs Koenig
Dean Mogle

Mark & Meredith Meersman 
Dale Melseness & Richard  

Richeleau
Richard Nettum
Polly Steinbach Pinney
Richeleau Adobe Matching Gifts 

Program
Larry Schou
Marifran Wohlenberg

FOOTLIGHT FELLOWS  
$500 - $999
David & Donna Johnson
Nancy Sheehy Kern
Ron & Marian Reed
Susan Bachmayer Ripple
John Ryan
Don & Barbara Zala  Saxton
N. Graham & Anna Marie Thatcher
Dick & Marlene Tobias
Andrea Jo Wohlenberg

RIGGER BRIGADE  
$250 - $499
Leonard & Carol Anderson
Linda & Brad Anderson
Ken and Mary Bauman
William J. Becvar
Max & Suzanne DeVolder
Stan Eitreim
Dave Fish
Bruce & Nancy Halverson,

   in honor of John Ryan
Christopher G. Haug
Heather Hyde
Daamen Krall
Ted & Diane Kylander
Mary Ann Nelson Loefke
Jim Newman
Mark Norberg
Streeter & Barbara Shining
Lisa & Jessie Wipperling
John Wylie

GHOSTLIGHT GRIPS  
$100 - $249
Carol R. Brenden
Bill Fraas
Charlene Gallagher
Kevin Hansen
Lloyd Hermann
Wayne & Esther Knutson
Elizabeth Kleffner, in memory of 

Dennis Holub
Kirsten Korte
Dorothy Lang
David L’Esperance
John & Shirley N. Luebke 
Melissa & Paula Lucero-Hernandez
Joe Mahowald
Anne Mundell
James Roever,  

in memory of Merle Lenz
Mary Louise Smith

Mary Sue Thrush
Melanie Wilcox
Kirk S. Wilson, Martin Drug & 

Mercantile
Dan & Deb Workman

GAFFER GANG  
$50 - $99
Kelsye Gould
Joyce Hazeltine
Eric Johnson
Jon Knutson
Mary Jean & Shawn Lannerd
Victoria Larson
Harlene Marley
Scott & Karen McGregor
E. Michael Spicer
Teri Zebic

LIGHT CREW 
$1 - $49
Ruth Brennan,  

in memory of Phyllis Dixon
Diana Cranny
Gregory Giles
Herman Johansen
Dylan Jost
Shirley Meier
Carol Pratt
Ed  Stauffer

The BHPAA Founders Gift
At the BHPAA Board Annual meeting on July 26, a proposal was made 
to create the Anna Marie Thatcher, Marnie Gould, and Janet Brown 
BHPAA Founders Gift, to be presented to the BHP annually to meet an 
immediate need of the Playhouse.

The Founders Gift was unanimously approved and funded this year in 
honor of the 70th Season Anniversary.  It is a fitting and appropriate 
way to honor the three founders of the BHPAA who gave their time, 
passion and energy for many years (decades!), resulting in three 
powerfully successful reunions and multiple fundraising efforts.

On August 16, 2015, the inaugural gift presentation of $894 for a 
much needed costume shop sewing machine was made by BHPAA 
Vice President Barry LeBeau and Secretary Melanie Wilcox to BHP 
Executive Director Linda Anderson with Anna Marie Thatcher and 
Marnie Gould in attendance during the annual Extra Mile Awards 
Ceremony at the BHP.

Be a 2016 Founders Gift Supporter, and double your gift’s impact! 
Between now and January 31, 2016, Mark and Meredith Meersman 
will match any and all gifts, dollar-for-dollar up to $500, in order to 
meet the annual $1000 goal of the Founders Gift. All Founders Gift 
supporters will be recognized in the 2016 Spring/Summer BHPAA 
Newsletter. Founders Gift questions can be directed to the BHPAA 
President, markmeersman@aol.com or 703-314-6836. Thank you for 
your consideration!

BHPAA Endowment 
The Black Hills Playhouse Alumni Association Endowment is ready for 
your gift or will bequest. To date, $25,000 has already been contributed, 
and in 2016, distributions to the BHP will begin "to provide funds for use 
to accomplish necessary maintenance, repair, capital and operational needs 
for the BHP." Funding choices will be a joint decision by the Executive 
Director of the BHP, USD's Dean of the College of Fine Arts and a 
representative of the BHP Alumni Board. Gifts and will bequests will be 
professionally managed by the University of South Dakota Foundation. 
A copy of the BHP Alumni Endowment memorandum of agreement is 
available upon request by calling the USD Foundation at 800-521-3575. 

Gifts can be made online at onwardsd.org. To donate via the website, click 
the “donate” box on top ribbon and choose “other” in the “designated 
fund” box. When you click “Donate Now,” an additional box will pop up 
with a blank box in which to type “Black Hills Playhouse Alumni Assoc 
Endowment.”

To donate by check, the check needs to be written to the “USD Foundation.” 
Please write “BHPAA” on the memo line or in an attached note.

Please mail checks to the University of South Dakota Foundation,  
P. O. Box 5555, Vermillion, SD 57069. 

Note: When you provide a check as payment, you authorize the USD 
Foundation either to use information from your check to make a one-time 
electronic fund transfer from your account or to process the payment as a 
check transaction. For inquiries, please call 800-521-3575.



New Officer/Member Bios:
Mark Meersman, President (BHP 1987-93)
In addition to what I stated previously, I have been on the BHPAA Board since 
2012 and upon being voted onto the board, was promptly made the 70th Reunion 
Co-chair along with fellow Alum, and wife, Meredith. It was a fantastic and 
completely inspiring responsibility I was happy to be given. During my BHP 
years, 1987-93, I worked various roles such as Master Electrician, Lighting 
Designer, and Production Manager. I have been in the US Air Force the last 22 
years+, will retire next year, and look forward to life and work in the civilian 
sector as a healthcare administrator. I also look forward to what the next 2 years 
will bring as President of the BHPAA!

Melanie (Simpson) Wilcox, Secretary (BHP 1965-70)
Originally from New Jersey, I became a company member after hearing wonderful 
stories about the BHP from Dick Wilcox. I enjoyed working in the various crews: 
publicity, costumes, set construction, painting flats, and props. I played “Nora” 
in Auntie Mame and performed in a few other shows. I taught in NJ and moved 
to Vermillion after Dick and I married in Dec. 1966. Blake was born in 1969 and 
Geoffrey in 1972. Our family moved back to NJ in the mid-70s. After 27 years of 
teaching I took early retirement. Dick and I returned to the beautiful Black Hills 
in 2004 to live in Rapid City. Remembering my six summers at the Playhouse, 
I have many wonderful memories. The 50th and 60th reunions were such fun! I 
was elected to the BHPAA Board in 2011. I thought being on the alumni board 
would be a good way for me to support the Alumni Association and reconnect 
with friends. Helping with the 70th Anniversary Reunion was the highlight of my 
summer! I keep active with friends, exercising in the pool, performing with the 
Well Done Players of the Black Hills Community Theatre, painting and traveling to 
new places and visiting my sons- Blake in Pennsylvania and Geoffrey in Nevada. 

Jo Wohlenberg, Treasurer (BHP 1968)
My history with the BHP began in 1956 or 1957 (the year they did Brigadoon) and I 
was hooked on theatre. My parents purchased a cabin 1/4 mile from the Playhouse 
(my mother, Marifran, was a member of the company in its second year) and my 
sister, Mary, and I spent as much time as allowed watching rehearsals, begging to 
help in any manner possible, and probably making nuisances of ourselves. Byron 
Lee gave me my first job in the Snack Bar, where I learned to play guitar as well 
as sell hotdogs. We lived for Monday nights to be in the Gulch, and performed 
in The Miracle Worker. Mary was cast in South Pacific, and I guess to be fair, I 
worked in the light booth with Walt Gislason (great experience!). I also played 
flute in a couple of musicals. Skip Swenson was very tolerant! Those summers 
were the greatest gifts a person could have. I ended up as a CPA and now am trying 
to retire. In addition to BHPAA, I am a trustee of the National Music Museum in 
Vermillion. I love to travel, attend musical performances, especially opera, and just 
recently became a devotee of the performances at the Gayville Hall, run by Doug 
and Judy Sharples, BHP alumni. History may just be repeating itself!

Lisa Wipperling (BHP 2014-15)
I am honored to be asked and glad to be given the opportunity to serve as a 
new board member for the BHPAA. I have been a company member for the past 
two summers, ‘14-’15 and was glad to have my husband, Jesse, join me this 
past summer for our first year at the playhouse together. If you came to a show 
this summer you saw him in the, ‘Dances With Wolves was not filmed here,’ 
Snack Bar smiling and serving away. I currently substitute teach in the Sioux 
City Community School District, where Jesse teaches middle school band and 
plays percussion in bands and pit orchestras for extra money. I formerly taught 
6-12 grade vocal music, directed plays and musicals, taught music lessons and, 
after spending two years in New York and moving back to the mid-west, have 
pursued more acting engagements close to home. I still love teaching and have 
recently obtained my speech communications/theatre endorsements for K-12 
grade, hoping to either continue as an actor/substitute or teach and direct more 
frequently. My next project is this November/December as Mrs. Cratchit in 
Nebraska Theatre Caravan’s National Tour of A Christmas Carol. http://www.
christmascarolontour.com/2015-tour-itineraries/red-tour-2015/ This is my second 
year in the role and I look forward to more wonderful memories. If you are located 
on the tour trail, please stop by after the show and introduce yourself. I’d love the 
chance to meet more BHP Alumni. I look forward to helping grow our Alumni 
outreach and supporting the BHP in any way possible.

Heidi Fellner (BHP 1995-97)
Hello campers! I was surprised to find myself serving on the Alumni Association 
for a number of reasons that simple space constraints won’t allow me to discuss 
(at least, with the honor and respect that they’re due) in this newsletter. I am a 
member of what some are referring to as the BHP’s “Lost Generation.” Isn’t 

that a sad name for such a wonderful group? Anyway, to other members of our 
lost tribe, I will be reaching out in more detail this winter. But just to catch up 
with you all and introduce myself to the other generations, since my years at the 
BHP, I have made a niche for myself acting in the Twin Cities market, in just 
about any way an actor can make a living with her clothes on: independent film, 
television, voiceover, commercials, stage, standup and print. I’ve also used my 
acting skills to train police and corrections officers in nonviolent de-escalation 
techniques, which I am finding to be some of the most fulfilling work I’ve ever 
done. If my raging potty mouth and ability to shed hot, sloppy tears can save 
lives, then I’m glad I’ve chosen this path. If you’re curious, you can find me 
online at heidifellner.com and heidifellner.com/voice.

Jo Ann (Gould) Lambertz (BHP 1974-75)
After a brief hiatus from volunteering and working for various local arts 
organizations, I heard Marnie mention the need for new board members for the 
BHPAA at the 70th reunion this past summer. Knowing the talent of previous board 
members and the fact that non-profit boards have peopling clamoring to serve, I 
doubted my modest skills would be needed. In all seriousness, I am humbled and 
privileged to help in any way I can to promote the BHPAA and BHP both of 
which are near and dear to my heart. I was a pit musician for the musicals in the 
summer of 1981 at the BHP and when not rehearsing or performing I worked on 
set construction. A few years later, I met and married BHP alum, Chuck Lambertz. 
After graduating with my Bachelor of Music from USD, I worked as house 
manager at North Shore Music Theatre where most of the production staff was 
also BHP alumni. After the summer season, we moved to NYC where I worked 
for Columbia Artists’ Mgmt. touring in various roles from wardrobe to advance 
person. Our family has always been active in the arts and because of this, I have 
served on boards, costumed shows, performed in shows, worked on publicity and 
generally anything that needed to be done that no one else volunteered to do. I have 
a small photography business and I am currently working on my Masters of Music 
at USD in hopes to retire from Walmart in the near future.

Russell Wooley (BHP 1973)
A very proud graduate of USD theatre dept. Received BFA and MA from the 
department. Had only one glorious summer at the Playhouse but that made me 
sure that the theatre was the career for me. Working in several sales positions 
along the way - Insurance and Newspaper Advertising. My wife, Diana Wooley 
and I created LAMB Arts Regional Theatre and we just began our 36th season 
this past September. We produce five shows on our MainStage each season. Our 
Black Box see at least two productions. Our Young Peoples Series produced two 
shows sometime on MainStage, sometimes in THE BOX. We began The LAMB 
School of Theatre & Music 28 years ago and teach a full complement of Theatre 
and Music classes. I am the Managing / Artistic Director of the Theater and also 
teach in the LAMB School. I also am an adjunct instructor at Morningside College 
and Western Iowa Tech Community College in Sioux City. I usually direct three 
or four shows per season and I still love to trod the boards at least once or twice a 
season. I am looking forward to my time on the Alumni Board.

Jennie May Donnell (BHP 1978-81, 83-85, 2000-05, 2012, 2015)
Directing She Loves Me for the 70th Anniversary was my 16th season at the BHP. 
As a very young child, a favorite-almost sacred -memory was of the Donnell family 
attending the Legend of Devil’s Gulch! The BHP is my theatre home and it has been 
challenging my creativity as an actor, director, producer and fundraiser. Directing 
Two By Two (Regan Cook Designer) and Once Upon a Mattress (Sue Mundell 
designer) during the 40th Anniversary Season stand out as memorable creative 
experiences. How wonderful to feel that energy of the big crowds in attendance 
again this past summer for the BHP’s 70th Season! We want to see more audiences 
enjoy and support this jewel in the crown of South Dakota’s Custer State Park. 
Favorite Roles include: Mrs. Lovett, Sweeney Todd; Dolly Levi, Hello Dolly!; 
Dottie, Noises Off; Witch, Into the Woods; Mrs. Peachum, Three Penny Opera; 
and Veta Louise, Harvey. Yes, the BHP offered my first theatre experiences. Those 
sacred moments in time most certainly awakened the thespian spirit in me. I am 
eternally grateful and thank Doc Lee by serving on the board of BHPAA! 

“The Theatre can be:
A factory of thought,

A prompter of conscience,
An elucidator of social conduct, 

An armory against despair and dullness, 
And a temple to the ascent of man.”

George Bernard Shaw
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